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“Every child & woman has the right to lead a life free from discrimination, inequality, exploitation and violence. We believe that, this is the basis of our nation building.” 

Snehalaya a haven of hope…

With 210 children and 30 women in residential rehabilitation projects, 900 children in slum based Balbhawans, about 2150 women in prostitution in Ahmednagar district, more than 3000 HIV positive patients, 30 full time workers, numerous volunteers and well wishers, Snehalaya is a haven of hope for the needy. 

Snehalaya’s mission is inspired by the clarion call of ‘Shiva Janane Jiva Seva’ (To serve the Jiva in a reverential spiritual attitude, in a spirit of worship) given by Shri Ramkrishna and Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi’s concept of ‘Antyodaya’.   

Snehalaya was established in 1987 by a zealous band of youth volunteers. It was formally registered as a NGO in 1989 at Ahmednagar (Maharashtra) and is currently working in all the 14 Tehsils of Ahmednagar District. Even today, Snehalaya believes that the real essence of social work is in having a strong volunteer base and in keeping away from political, religious or ideological fundamentalism. Since its foundation to date, Snehalaya’s committed team of volunteers is the backbone of its mission. 

Snehalaya activities encompass the overall rehabilitation of:

· The victims of commercial Sexual exploitation and trafficking and their children.

· Rescued victims (Minor & Major) from the flesh trade.

· HIV positive women and children. 

· Deprived children and women from slums.

· Adoption Center & Rehabilitation Center for unwed mothers.  

· Child laborers, street children, abused children & women. 

 (All the children and women in need of care and protection) 
Projects of Snehalaya

· Balbhawans for children in slums (Ahmednagar)
Balbhawans are unique models of social change for children living in the slums. In the spate of unabated urbanization, Balbhawans are part of a significant movement in India. At present there are 31 slums in Ahmednagar out of which 17 are the declared (certified) ones. Out of the total population of about 4.20 lakhs of the city, nearly 72000 people are slum dwellers. Snehalaya runs Balbhawans in community halls of slums in Sanjay Nagar, Dashrathnagar, Mukund Nagar, Ramwadi, Bharaskar Nagar and Borkar Nagar. Activities such as playgroup education, tuitions for older children, health check-up camps, creating awareness about communal harmony, good health, cleanliness, consequences of bad habits and addictions and against child marriages are conducted at the Bal Bhawans by Snehalaya. Almost 900 children are receiving primary education in this way. Children at these centers are provided with adequate recreation with education that stimulates their minds and helps develop their personalities in a favourable manner. These centers are well equipped with televisions, invertors, audio-visual and other educational equipment. Snehalaya has also formed four Women's Self Help Groups (Mahila Bachat Gat) in these areas to help women become financially independent and rescue their poor families from the clutches of unauthorized moneylenders. 

Volunteers from other social organizations are emulating Balbhawans by Snehalaya and it is Snehalaya’s endeavor to make the Balbhawans a mass movement.

· CHILDLINE
Snehalaya launched India’s first private helpline for women and children in distress in 1996. Later in the year 2003, Snehalaya accepted the responsibility of the collaborative organization of the national Child Line implemented by the Union Ministry for Women and Child Welfare (1997). Child Line is a 24-hour toll free help line for the children in distress all over the country. A toll free number "1098" is used by the children for this purpose. Of the total 74 Child Lines in India, the Ahmednagar Child Line is being recognized as the most well run unit in the country. On an average 250 children in distress from Ahmednagar and surrounding areas seek help from this project daily. Snehalaya has also been successful in exposing sex scandals and other child exploitation scams with the help of Child Line. Snehalaya’s efforts and commitment to make Ahmednagar free from child exploitation of all kinds has given a new lease of life to numerous child laborers. Snehalaya has also been able to garner public support for over 40 children afflicted by cancer, thalassemia and heart diseases. 

· Rehabilitation Centre
Snehalaya’s Rehabilitation Centre for HIV infected women and children, children of prostitutes, rescued minors from the flesh trade and other neglected sections of our society occupies 7500sqft on a 7 acre plot of land in the MIDC area of Ahmednagar. Rehabilitation efforts are further supported by a vocational training center in the same premises.

· Healthcare in Red Light Areas
Snehalaya, through its Snehjyot project, runs dispensaries for sexually exploited women in the red light areas of Ahmednagar, Kopargaon, Shrirampur, Shevgaon and Jamkhed. Anti Retroviral Treatment (ART) has also been provided for 1500 HIV infected patients at half the cost of treatment. Patients are also provided free treatment for T.B.(Tuberculosis, DOT Treatment) and other minor illnesses by well-qualified doctors. Besides healthcare, Snehalaya also runs day and night care centers for children in these areas, manages women's small saving groups, conducts regular counseling, propagation/training/availability of contraceptives, rescue operations of minors from red light areas etc.

· Youth Sensitization Camps
The youth is the strongest force to bring about a change in society. Youth sensitization camps are conducted twice a year by Snehalaya to nurture a sense of social harmony, unity, dignity for labour, obligation towards society and the nation. Almost 500 young boys and girls work for six hours daily over 3 to 5 days at each of these camps. They are also introduced to the problems in slums, rural and red light areas. Discourses, lectures and dialogues by eminent personalities from all walks of life are also a part of these youth camps. Padma Bhushan Anna Hazare, Ramon Magasasay awardee Padma Bhushan Dr. Rajanikant Arole, Shri Ramesh Kacholia (Mumbai), Shri Mamun Akhtar, a well-known social activist from Kolkata, Dr. Vikas Amte and Dr. S. N. Subba Rao, an eminent Gandhian etc. have guided the youths at camps held in 2006. A network of 1500 young dedicated boys and girls has been created through this activity. 

· Snehankur Adoption Centre
The Snehankur Adoption Centre, an initiative of Snehalaya, was launched in 2004. This centre provides care and protection to orphans and children of HIV affected mothers. Snehankur strives to find the right home for every orphan child. Another unique feature of Snehankur is the rehabilitation of unwed mothers. These mothers are cared for at Snehankur during their pregnancy and their children are placed in good respectable homes thereafter. In the event of the unwed mother being abandoned by her family, Snehankur undertakes to help in her rehabilitation. 
· Network of the N.G.Os (Maharashtra Social Forum)
Most Non-Governmental Organizations (N.G.O) face opposition from various anti-social forces, politicians, traffickers, organized criminal gangs etc. Snehalaya has taken the lead in bringing like-minded NGOs in the state together under a common umbrella by forming the Maharashtra Social Forum in 2004. 

Snehalaya is also one of the founder members of NACSET (Network against Commercial Sexual Exploitation & Trafficking).

· Lighting a candle
Shelter homes should not create welfare addicts. Snehalaya has been educating its inmates on how to repay to the society what they receive from others. The sex workers under Snehalaya’s fold have donated their one day's earnings on various occasions such as Mumbai riots, Kargil war, the Tsunami, earth quake in Gujarat and Marathwada region of Maharashtra, cyclone in Orissa and on other similar occasions.

Two years ago, the past inmates of Snehalaya have formed an N.G.O. called 'Anam Prem'. ‘Anam Prem’ has decided to work in areas beyond the reach of Snehalaya or other NGOs in the Ahmednagar district. ‘Anam Prem’ has even started a vocational training center for blind students.
Highlights of our achievements:

1. Snehalaya was instrumental in putting an end to police bribing and other atrocities by police, the brothel keepers, the private money lenders, goons and customers in all the red light areas of Ahmednagar district.

2. Snehalaya’s continuous awareness program and its long legal battle has helped bar the use of 

minors in the flesh trade.

3. Snehalaya’s Shelter Home and Medical care and support facilities for HIV positive women and 

children have been the first of its kind in India.

4. Snehalaya has inspired other civil society members and institutions in Solapur, Latur, Akola and 
Pune districts to start similar type of work in their region. 

5. Snehalaya has successfully rescued and rehabilitated more than 50 victims from the flesh trade providing them with vocational training of their choice and marriage. 

6. Snehalaya has created a ray of hope in major urban slums on issues like child labor, malnutrition, child marriages, addiction, HIV-AIDS, the immoral trafficking for the flesh trade.

7. The active and direct involvement of the society in such issues is continuously increasing steadily due to Snehalaya’s efforts.

Snehalaya’s Future Plans:

1. Hospital & complete rehabilitation for sex workers; the HIV affected and rescued victims at Snehalaya’s new project site at village Islak (14 Kms away from Ahmednagar). 

2. Vocational Training Center

3. Youth center

4. Balbhawans in every major slum & red light area of Ahmednagar District.

Important information about Snehalaya

	Name of the Institution
	SNEHALAYA

	Address (Office)   

	Snehalaya Bhavan,   

Opp Chitra Theatre,   Near Mahatma Gandhi Maidan, Ahmednagar- 414 001. (M.S),

	Address (Rehab. Centre)
	Snehalaya Project

F-Block no. 239,                                                                     

B/h Shree Tiles  Chowk,  M.I.D.C, Nimbalak, Tehsil Nagar, Dist.  Ahmedangar. - 414 111. (M.S), India.

	Telephone No. (Office)
	(0241) 2327593, 6479080

	Rehab Center
	2778353

	Mobiles  
	9422224386, 9881946116, 9225304984

	E- Mail       
	snehalay@rediffmail.com

	Website
	www.Snehalaya.org. 

	The nearest Railway station/bus stop & distance in kms
	Ahmednagar  3 kms. 

Bus Stop  - 1 km

	Name of the nearest airport
	Pune & Aurangabad  (120 kms from away from Ahmednagar)

	The traveling  route for reaching   to Snehalaya from Mumbai                  
	Mumbai- Talegaon-Chakan-Shirur  Ahmednagar.(280 k.m.)



	Registration Numbers : 
	

	a) Society Registration Act                   
	2220

	b) Public Trust Act.    
	F-2169

	Income –Tax Exemption No.u/s.80G    
	Pn. /CITI/12 A(a)/80g/344/2005-                                                                             06/4239. (Validity: - 2005-08.)                    (The donors will get the benefit under the section 80G from the Income tax if they donate to Snehalaya)



	FCRA Reg No.
	083720087 

Snehalaya has got permission from the Govt. of   India to accept the donations from any foreigner Or through any foreign currency.

                                                                                                  

	Snehalaya's Bank Accounts  
	H.D.F.C. Bank account No. 1811000053339 (Any donor can donate to us through any branch of  the  H.D.F.C. Bank and its Partners throughout the world )

	
	Account No. in the Main Branch of State                                                                                   Bank of India: 11117726495 (for donations                                                                                     in foreign currency).

	
	The Ahmednagar Marchant’s  Co-operative Bank, Chitale road branch, Ahmednagar.  

A/c No. 21/154

	The Cheques & Demand drafts should be drawn

In favour of  'Snehalaya, Ahmednagar'

	Our contact in Mumbai              
	Mr. Rameshbhai Kacholya                                                  (Hon. Advisor)
M/s. Glorimex Pvt. Ltd.,                                     1-F, Dhiraj Pen Compound, 

58-59, Andheri-Kurla Rd. Next to Indus-Ind Bank, Andheri   (E),                                                                    Mumbai – 400 059,                                                                        Ph. (022) 28216366, 28219947.                                                                       E- mail :- glorimex.@vsnl.com                                                             

	Our contacts in Pune                     
	Miss. Manjiri Tambe

C/o.Dashbhuja Apt. Kohinoor Colony,                                                                           Sahakar Nagar No.2, Pune   

Phone : (020)- 24224492,
           

 Mobile : 9890691098,

E-Mail : manjiri_tambe@rediffmail.com

	
	Dr. Ajay Adhav 

Flat No. 19, Rohini, 'B' Wing,
               Todkar Residensi, Bibwe Wadi,
 Pune 37. 

Mobile : 9822777177

	
	Mr.Anil Kudia     
          Flat No. 17, Shiv Satya Narayan Apt.
          Opp. Shahu  Garden,
          340, Somwar Peth, Pune – 411 011.

          Mobile :  9822490706


SNEHALAYA, AHMEDNAGAR

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2007-2008

1. Samvad Sabha
Snehalaya arranged a Samvad Sabha for NGOs and citizens working on issues related to children. Mrs. Medha Patkar (a well known social worker) spoke on the occasion and Mr. Mohan Mandhana was the chief guest. Over 550 people from various organizations that included Observation Home, Yatimkhana, Balikashram, Nagarik Kriti Manch, Rashtra Seva Dal, Chaitanya Foundation, R.D.R.C.C. Snehalaya attended the meet. Dr. Girish Kulkarni (Director, Snehalaya) accorded a warm welcome to the guests. In her speech, Mrs. Patkar focused on the 'migration' issue of parents which ultimately creates problems like illiteracy, bad habits, poverty etc. Reacting to the government of Maharashtra’s decision to eliminate slums in Mumbai, she further said that nearly one lakh children have been thrown out of schools and that she would be fighting the decision.     

2. Sensitization of NGOs
Snehalaya in association with Nagrik Kriti Manch, Chaitanya Foundation arranged a program for sensitization of the N.G.Os in Ahmednagar District. Mr. Nitin Gadkari (Opposition leader of Vidhan Parishad, and well known social worker) presided over the function and Mr. Popatrao Pawar (Sarpanch, Village Hiware Bazar - designated ideal village in India) and Mr. Pravin Patkar (Founder of Prerana and well known social worker in Mumbai) were guests of honour. 230 representatives of various NGOs benefited from the discussion and it was the right opportunity to share their doubts and experiences with the government systems. Dr. Girish Kulkarni focused on the issues of child rights and child protection. He said that there are many gaps in acts such as the Child Labour Prohibition and Regulation Act 1986 etc. He also demanded for the strict implementation of the Acts concerning children.    

15. Sensitization program for the NGOs  

Snehalaya has played a key role in hosting a sensitization workshop, on the various laws related to children, for the NGOs in Ahmednagar district. The workshop was organised on 15th and 16th November. The District Collector Mr. Umakant Dangat, Mrs. Prajakta Lawangare (Chief Executive Officer of Z.P), Mr. R.S. Gimekar (Chief Judicial Magistrate) and Mr. P.K. Gore (District Woman and Child Development Officer) were present at the inaugural session. Expert resource persons have given guidance on : 

1. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act 2000.

2. The Hindu adoption Act 1956

3. The Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act 1986.

4. Mumbai Child Beggars Prohibition Act 1959.

5. Laws related with Orphanages and Trusts 1960.

6. Child Marriage Prohibition Act1929.

7. Dowry Act 1961.

180 representatives from more than 62 NGOs were present at the workshop. They have very satisified that for the first time they were sensitized on a very important subject.  The Ahmednagar CHILDLINE, run by Snehalaya distributed literature about child rights and child protection to all the NGOs.  The CDs regarding child rights were also distributed to them. 

3. A helping hand from sex workers
The sex workers of Ahmednagar donated their one day earnings of 31st July 2005, for the flood victims in Mumbai and other parts of Maharashtra, Rs. 2001 were contributed by the sex workers of Bhagat Galli and Mamte Galli which was handed over to Mr. Umakant Dangat, the District Collector. Mrs. Lata Pawar and Mrs. Gita More, volunteers of Snehalaya, assured Mr. Dangat of a collection of at least Rs. 15,000 within a week from all the red light areas of Ahmednagar District. 

The sex workers also offered to visit any place in Maharashtra and Mumbai to help flood victims at their own cost. This was the first kind of help from Ahmednagar for the flood victims which inspired Ahmednagar Merchant's Association who immediately donated food packs and more materials costing more than Rs 1.5lakhs. It also inspired students of Premraj Sarda College and New Arts, Commerce and Science College who collected a small contribution from their colleges and donated it for the chief Minister's Relief Fund. 
Snehalaya works for the protection of sex workers and empowers them with their fundamental rights accorded by the Constitution of India.  At the same time, Snehalaya feels that it is important that citizens also take responsibility and practice their fundamental duties. Snehalaya has been able to motivate needy and underprivileged women like the sex workers who are in dire situations themselves to instantly contribute for the flood victims.  Previously they have also donated their one day earnings for Tsunami victims, Gujarat earthquake and communal riot victims, Kargil war victim, Orissa cyclone victims and Mumbai Bomb blast victims etc. Even though most of the sex workers are H.I.V. affected, and struggling for survival, their feeling to serve the humanity is unique and appreciable. 

4. 350 Youths participate in Shram Sanskar Chhawani

More than 350 students from all the parts of Ahmednagar district participated in the 2-day Shram Sanskar Chhawani organized by Snehalaya.  The youths had a dialogue with the eminent social workers for four hours each day and physically worked in a watershed programme for more than eight hours every day. The Shram Sanskar Chhawani has inspired many volunteers to work in different fields of social change and service to mankind.  Padmabhushan Dr. Rajnikant Arole inaugurated the Shram Sanskar Chhawani. Dr Arole is a recipient of the Ramon Magsaysay award in 1990 for his outstanding work in the field of rural hygiene, and his concept of ‘barefoot doctor’. Dr. Arole explained the Gandhian philosophy in today’s context and appealed to the youth to rebuild the nation with hard work, honesty and dedication. Mr. B. G. Shekhar, District Police Chief, Dr. Hemant Deshpande, Dr. Preeti Deshpande, Nehru Yuva Kendra's Co-ordinator, Mr. Babasaheb Godase and other esteemed guests spoke on different issues including problems like population, education, health, terrorism, the importance of moral values etc. Social workers Mr. Suresh Kankariya and Mr. Vijay Bhandari, esteemed poet Mr. Tambe also talked with the students on the evening of 30th July.  Prof. S.Z. Deshmukh (President of Patit Pawan Organization and Chartered Accountant), Prof. R.G. Kolhe (Co-ordinator of N.S.S. of Pune University), Mr. Harumal Hiranandani (Swadeshi Jagaran Manch) also addressed the youth and inspired them. The Rangkarmi Pratishthan presented an one act play named "Sukh Watanari Manase" which enlightened the youth on the importance of a positive attitude in life.  All the participants have assured to volunteer at Snehalaya every Saturday and Sunday.

5. Snehalaya inmates get married 

Snehalaya inmate Jyoti was married to Mr. Tushar Munot (an accountant in a reputed company) on ………………..  Jyoti came to Snehalaya in March 2002. She had completed a course in Nursing (A.N.M.) from the reputed institute, K. B. Mhaske Memorial Nursing Institute of Ahmednagar. Later she has served in a reputed hospital in Ahmednagar as a nurse. When the Munot family proposed to Jyoti, a report of their home enquiry was received and Jyoti’s consent was taken. Thereafter a simple marriage took place in the presence of local Snehalaya workers.
Miss. Rani Jayabai More (22), a student of Snehalaya was recently married to Mr. Bijay Dayanandd Brahmane (25). The marriage ceremony was held at Baneshwar Temple, 3 kms away from Ahmednagar and was attended by all Snehalaya volunteers and people from various walks of life. Rani was born at Chitra Galli. Snehalaya convinced her mother, Jayabai, not to keep her daughter in the red light area. Rani was sent to the institution run by the Late Vijayatai Lawate at Pune when she was three years old and was later shifted to Snehalaya where she completed her education till the 9th Std. After attempting the tenth examination, Rani was counseled to learn cooking, nurse aid service and domestic work. Rani ahs been a part of Snehalaya’s work for the last four years and has been staying at the rehabilitation center at Nimbalak.  Respecting Jayabai’s desire for her daughter, Snehalaya searched a groom for Rani in the form of Bijay who has been a past student of Snehalaya. Bijay now works as a salesman at the Bus Stand and earns about 2500 per month. Snehalaya organized the marriage in a very simple way and a grateful Jayabai donated books worth Rs. 1000/- for the library in the slums. 

6. Mr. Shingavi receives Samaj Ratna Award

Mr. Suwalal Shingavi, President of Snehalaya, received this year’s prestigious Samaj Ratna award on 15th August from the Oswal Jain Sangh, Ahmednagar district. The award includes a memento and Rs. 5,000 in cash. More than 1500 eminent personalities were present on the occasion. Shri Datta Prasad Chhajed, a senior social worker from Pune, felicitated Mr. Shingavi. While speaking on this occasion Mr. Shingavi said that he is inspired by the thoughts of Bhagavan Mahavir. Bhagavan Mahavir was the great humanitarian philosopher who said "TGA MANUSHYA JAI" (all human beings are one). Bhagavan Mahavir emphasized that selfless service to society is the real practice of the religion.  Mr. Shingavi said that sex workers, people living in slums, H.I.V. affected women and children suffering due to the injustice of others is the lair of the society, and that social service to these people is real worship of Bhagavan Mahavir.  Suwalalji also said that the band of enthusiastic and dedicated young volunteers and generous donors have equally shouldered the various responsibilities of Snehalaya. He said he was accepting the award on behalf of the team.  
7. Formal Inauguration of Balbhawan
Snehalaya conducts Balbhawan in major slums in the district to take care of the education and health needs of the children. Snehalaya have recently developed a Balbhawan at Bharaskarnagar slum of Ahmednagar city. The newly renovated Balbhavan was formally inaugurated by Dr. Dhairyashil Shirole, well known senior pediatrician and writer, Mr. Samesh Kacholia, the honorary advisor of Snehalaya, Mr. Firoj Tambatkar, Mr. Nimeshbhai Shah, Mrs. Preeti N. Shah were present on the occasion. The remarkable thing in this Balbhawan is the involvement of the slum children and college youths in the process of renovation. The volunteers corrected and painted the broken walls, repaired and set the tin sheets, fixed the three windows in the walls by themselves and no labour was appointed on commercial contract basis. The material used in renovation was collected from various donors by the youth members of the Snehalaya Mitra Mandal. 

8. Independence day celebrated with great fervour

The national flag was hoisted in all the red-light areas and honored with national enthuse on the India’s independence day. Several programs were organized in the slums and red light areas including health camps for children and competitions like Balmanch where more than 1000 children participated.      

9. Anita gets freedom from the brothel keeper’s clutches
A ray of hope glimmered in the life of Anita (name changed) when Snehalaya's 'Mukti Wahini' rescued and protected her by combating the brothel keeper and his gunds on the evening of 23 August 2005. The local police of Kotwali Police station, however have been very lax in tackling the complaint lodged by Anita and Snehalaya. The senior Police Officers claimed to be busy in the Gram Panchayat elections. As a result the criminal brothel keeper and their gunds are free till today.  Snehalaya has decided to take the issue to the NCW (National Commission for Women), MSCW (Maharashtra State Commission for Women), NHRC (National Human Rights Commission) through the network of NACSET (Network Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking).    

Anita’s story is very bleak. She is the daughter of a Beedi worker from the backward community. Her addict father, ill mother and four starving younger siblings forced her to beg on the streets of Ahmednagar. Ultimately, Anita left her education when she was in Std. 6 even though she was known as one of the brilliant students of the Municipal School No. 3.  Laxmibai Bhaurao Rathod, a notorious brothel keeper trapped her and forced her into prostitution when she was just 12 years old. Her parents begged Laxmibai to release their daughter, but were threatened that their other children could meet the same fate. Her parents ran away to Solapur to save the life of their other children. They were illiterate and unfortunately could not approach the Police or any NGO at that time.  Helpless in the clutches of Laxmibai and her pimps, Anita tried to escape several times but to no avail. She had to bear severe atrocities including starvation, being paraded nude in the red light area, thrashed and molested whenever she tried to escape.
Four years ago, she was detected HIV positive when she was admitted to one of the trust hospital by Snehalaya. Snehalaya has been fighting a long battle with Laxmibai, her pimps and goons since last eleven years. Seven girls were rescued in the past from Laxmibai’s possession by Snehalaya in 1999.  Laxmibai was behind the bars for two years for trafficking of minors for flesh trade under the ITPA.  Snehalaya persuaded for the order of Tadipar (banning her to stay in and around Ahmednagar District)  but the efforts were unsuccessful since she was being supported by political bigwigs and hard core criminals in illegal trade. The order is pending till today. 

On 23rd August 2005, Anita reached the Snehalaya office in front of Chitra Talkies pleading for help. She was suffering from high temperature, herpes, tuberculosis and sexually transmitted diseases. She had a fracture in her right hand and wounds on her head.  Anita told Snehalaya volunteers that Laxmibai had started beating her for not attending to customers. Anita requested Snehalaya to save her life.  Immediately, Laxmibai and her four goons reached the Snehalaya office and started abusing and beating Anita and Snehalaya workers.  Snehalaya's volunteers telephoned Kotwali Police station but as usual Police were busy in 'bandobast.'  Snehalaya's Muktiwahini members reached the office and aggressively pushed Laxmibai and her goons out of the office and reached the Kotwali Police station in the evening with Anita to register the complaint and to apply ITPA MCOCA and the Atrocities Act on Laxmibai and her goons. The NC (non cognizable offence) was  registered against Laxmibai.  Later the team met the Dy.S.P. Mr. Ramakant Jawale and others for serious action. Every one said, "Wait, we are on Bandobast of Gram Panchayat elections and will be available only after 1st September". The battle is still going on. 
Anita is in Snehalaya.  Quite happy and being treated for all diseases. Experiencing liberty for the first time in her life. 

10. Dr. Anil Avachat visits Snehalaya 
Dr. Ail Avachat, well known writer and the founder of Muktangan Deaddiction center at Pune visited Snehalaya on 24th August.  This was his fifth visit to Snehalaya.  Dr. Avachat spent a half day with children teaching them the art of Origami, the art of thread, handkerchief puppetry etc.  Dr. Dhananjay and Mrs. Kavita Kharwandikar who are noted singers also accompanied Dr. Avachat. 

11. Young volunteers take responsibility to make Mukund Nagar a better place to live                            

The youth and students of Mukund Nagar (the black listed area of Ahmednagar city for continuous communal riots, bloodshed crimes, murders and involvement of local juveniles in the major crimes) have decided to change the image of this area and their future.
Mukund Nagar is locally known as ' Pakistan' as it is home to a majority Muslim population.  Most of these families live under the poverty line, the roads are bad, the electricity, water and civil systems have collapsed. The worst thing is that there is only one school in this area, the Padmashree Vikhe Vidyalaya, where only 360 students are admitted till today which is not even 30% of the eligible admissions at the school. Most students are absent due to social problems, mentality and the poverty. The illiterate parents ignore their children's education. There have been four murders, six communal riots, several crimes, eight criminal incidents, seizing of stocks of country liquor and narcotics for more than ten times in the last one and half year. Most of the Hindu families and educated Muslim families have migrated away from Mukund Nagar because of these incidents. Mukund Nagar is also home to noted dons of Ahmednagar region and hence the police are also afraid of entering there without arms and a force.    

Snehalaya met Mr. S.K. Gadekar, the Headmaster of the school, Mr. Sayyad Afzal, Asif Sultan, Dr. Rizwan Shaikh, Jahid Khan and other  members of the organization 'Movement for Peace and Justice' to discuss the condition of Mukund Nagar.  

During the ‘Bal and Yuva Samvad’ Snehalaya volunteers Mr. Mahemud Nadaf. Jabbar Shaikh, Ashok Bargal, Mukesh Gandhe, Suvita Kodam, Ambadas Chavan, Girish Kulkarni talked to the students and youth gathered in Padmashri Vikhe School in different sessions and on different topics. The speakers were silent listeners when the students and youth expressed their problems and the grievances.  This is a long term process to change the thinking and the social environment of Mukund Nagar, but the initiative has been taken by the Snehalaya Pariwar.  The planning of sparing at least two hours on every Sunday by volunteers was unanimously accepted. Snehalaya will arrange different speakers on the subjects of the choice of the youths and mainly the students to bring about a positive change in Mukund Nagar.       

13. Veteran freedom fighter creates zeal, sense of pride for nation and social concern among the youth
On Snehalaya’s invitation and insistence, Dr. S.N. Subbarao (Bhaiji), a veteran freedom fighter, noted Gandhian and the founder of the National Youth Project spent three days in Ahmednagar district this when he was here to inaugurate the district office of the N.Y.P. Snehalaya organized all his programmes in the district, involving like minded NGO's and the senior members of the N.Y.P. in the district. Bhaiji’s three days stay, the various programmes and interaction with youth created an inspiration among the youths from the district. A sense of pride in the nation’s concern for social change and the belief that practice is more important than precept were instilled in the youth during this program.
Bhaiji (aged 80 yrs.) joined the freedom struggle at a very early age when Mahatma Gandhi launched a movement of 'Chhodo Bharat' in 1942. After receiving a degree in law like his father, he decided to serve the nation in 1945. He has not involved himself in power politics as he believes that mere political power cannot change the present and future basic issues facing India. 

Bhaiji convinced more than 700 dacoits in Chambal Ghati that they are not on the right path and rehabilitated them in 1940.  He has conducted thousands of youths camps all over the country and has inspired more than five lakh youths for grass root level social work. He has also denied many awards as he thinks that his work of nation building has not yet ended.

Bhaiji addressed a youth convention at the Ahmednagar Council Hall. More than 600 hundreds youths of all castes and communities gathered to hear him. Dr. Rao invoked the Sarvadharma Prarthana and the inmates of Snehalaya presented the show ‘Bharat Ki Santan’.  Ahmednagar has been a victim of communal clashes since the last two decades. Pointing to the backlog on economical and social fronts, Bhaiji appealed to the youths to take the initiative for communal harmony.  All the youths sang the song 'Ek dulara, desh hamara' along with Bhaiji.  The Mayor of the city, Mr. Bhagawan Fulsaundar, offered a scroll of honor to Bhaiji on behalf of the people of Ahmednagar and Municipal Corporation. Bhaiji honored Brother Alex Gonsalvis, the founder of Bosco Gramin Vikas Kendra for his outstanding contribution in rural development and poet Mr M. B. Chavan who has written inspiring poems on Mahatma Gandhi and nation building. Bhaiji also addressed a gathering of senior citizens in the city. He appealed to them to spend the remaining part of their life in support of activities initiated by the youth.

While speaking at a well-attended press conference, Bhaiji urged the press to give good exposure in the media to role models who work at grass root levels. Media should not give undue publicity to negative sensitive issues for the betterment of the society. In the evening Bhaiji visited Bhingar camp in the suburbs of Ahmednagar where more than 2000 people gathered to listen to him and to watch the show 'Bharat ki Santan' presented by  Bhaiji.
Bhaiji also visited the Bosco Gramin Vikas Kendra to look at the rural development projects. More than 80 representatives of various NGOs in Ahmednagar district were present at the moment. Bhaiji planted a tree and delivered an inspiring speech on the occasion. During his visit, Bhaiji inaugurated the Balbhavan in Borkarnagar slum. Snehalaya and Childline are jointly looking after the Balbhavan, where more than 200 children are benefiting and satisfying their health and educational needs. Bhaiji distributed balloons to the children at the Balbhavan. The children were thrilled and for the first time sang a patriotic song for the guests. 

At the Pemraj Sarada College, Bhaiji delivered a memorable speech and took the pledge with 800 youths to serve the nation. Bhaiji visited the Laltaki slums to talk to the children and youths there.  Bhaiji also visited Vambori where he addressed the 1650 school children at the Mahesh Munot High School.  All the villagers offered a scroll of honor to him at the Gram Panchayat. Mr. Babasaheb Bhite the president of Ahmednagar Zilla Parishad and Gorakhbhai Vetal President National Youth Project Ahmednagar District and several others were present on the occasion.

Bhaiji went to Delhi on fifth October, leaving behind great inspiration for the youths in the district. 

14. Delegates from Netherlands appreciate exemplary work of the youth
Three guests from the Netherlands visited various projects of Snehalaya, mainly in the red light areas and the slums of Ahmednagar district. They appreciated the involvement of youth volunteers in huge numbers in all the activities.  

Dr. Annekoos, Mr. Bastiaan, and Mr. Taco were representating of the Stichting Geron, a trust founded by Dr. Nicolas Nobel, from the Netherlands that supports various NGOs in India (specially working in red light areas). 
The Rotary Club of Ahmednagar Midtown organised a get-together for the visitors at the Snehalaya Rehabilitation Centre, on the 3rd of November. The program was made memorable by the various cultural presentations (songs and dances) by HIV Positive children.  The Rotary Club later also decided to be involved in Snehalaya’s activities in some of the new slum areas of Ahmedangar.  The guests also visited Snehalaya's new site about five k.m. away from the present rehabilitation project at Nimbalak and assured their support to the new project specially designed for HIV affected children and women in red light areas.  
15. Fifth National Children’s Festival in Ahmednagar
Snehalaya, along with the National Youth Project, organized the Fifth National Children’s Festival, a national level event which was inaugurated in Ahmednagar on the 29th Decemeber by Mr. S.M.Krishna, the Hon. Governor of Maharashtra. The festival hall was dedicated in the memory of the late Prof. Madhu Dandawate, the former Finance Minister of India and a honest politician born and brought up in Ahmednagar. 
Snehalaya had organised this festival with the help of Jayhind Yuva Manch, Ahmednagar Education Society and National Youth Project, founded by Dr. S.N. Subbarao allies Bhaiji.  Bhaiji is a veteran freedom fighter and he is the living spirit of Mahatma Gandhi in the real sense. All the volunteers of Snehalaya worked day and night for this event under the able guidance of Dr. S.N. Subba Rao.    

680 children, aged 8-12 years, from the various states of India were the guests of 680 local families for more than six days. 1100 students from Ahmedangar city also participated in the festival. The children shared their culture, language and skills while learning painting, origami, drama, songs, group dance etc. in those six days.  Children from Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh were also present at the event. 
Each group of five children was escorted by an elder. Families in Ahmednagar whole heartedly hosted children from other states. According to Dr Sonar, a local host family, “It was really a marvelous experience to have a guest from a different culture and language background and yet feel the strong bond of humanity.” 

The children were at the Festival venue from 8.00am. to 6.30 pm. Parents and elders were allowed to join their programs after 4.30 pm. During the day, however the children had complete freedom from their parents and elders and were free to choose any activity of their liking. The festival began with flag salutation at 8.30 am. each day and concluded with prayers from all the major religions. Snehalaya made the arrangements for the visitors’ stay for five days of the Festival at the Ahmednagar.
It was a historic occasion for Ahmedagar and it was attended by all the well wishers of Snehalaya and the young, old, men, women and children of the town.The Snehalaya Parivar now has 680 families along with their children as part of the movement. More than 200 youths have also joined different activities of Snehalaya due to this festival.  
16.  Inauguration of Anam Prem

‘Anam Prem’ an NGO founded by the past students and current volunteers of Snehalaya was inaugurated on 7th January 2007 by Padmabhushan Anna Hazare. has has inaugurated 'Anam Prem' on 7th, Jan. These students and volunteers feel indebted to Snehalaya for its support and care and have established ‘Anam Prem’ as a repayment of this support. The Snehalaya Parivar has welcomed the idea and extends its support to this initiative. Many members of Snehalaya Parivar have so-moto become members of ‘Anam Prem’. Snehalaya is optimistic that the right leadership qualities will be developed among the volunteers of ‘Anam Prem’ and the mission of child welfare will be strengthened due to Anam Prem’s efforts. The inspiration for the name ‘Anam Prem’ comes from Pujya Dadaji (Mr. Subhash Desai) from Mumbai who has been organising unique children's meet in Mumbai every year. At the inauguration ceremony Mr. Anna Hazare lit the lamp and said, “Anam Prem will continue the tradition of selfless work of Snehalaya for the underprivileged and downtrodden in the society and I would also join Anam Prem as a volunteer.  It is very significant that the past inmates of Snehalaya have not became self centered and selfish but want to do many things for others by respecting past.”  
Presently, Anam Prem is running a small hostel for fifteen inmates who have, in the past, lived at various shelter homes. The office and the hostel of Anam Prem is at Civil Hudco colony, Savedi Rd.  Ahmednagar. E-mail : anamprem@rediffmail.com
17. Academicians appreciate students’ initiative

It was a proud moment for the volunteers of Snehalaya projects in Ahmednagar. Recently, eminent educationists and successful professionals paid a visit to all the Snehalaya projects. Among the dignitaries were Dr. Ashok Kolaskar, the vice-chancellor of Pune University, his wife Dr. Rajlaxmi Kolaskar, Dr. Nagnath Kotapalley, the vice chancellor of Marathwada University and his wife Dr. Vijaya Kotapalley, Father Francis De Brito, well known social worker and thinker from Vasai, Mr. Narendra Chapalgaonkar, the Retired Justice of Mumbai high Court and noted writer, Advt. Mahabaleshwar Moraje (Mumbai), Dr. Sambhaji Pathare, and many other principals of noted colleges from the Ahmednagar district. The visitors mainly appreciated the great work being done by students who are volunteers at Snehalaya. Snehalaya has presented a brief proposal on involvement of the college students in social change was also taken seriously by them.  

Father Derito said that the institutions like Snehalaya, where selfless service of humanity is taking place regularly, are more sacred than any church, mosque or temple. The involvement of the youths is predominant at Snehalaya only because of the sacred motive of the organization and the open mindedness of the trustees to share authority with them. Dr. Kolaskar and Dr. Kotapallay have assured that Snehalaya’s model of involving the youngsters in the movement will be studied by their respective Universities and they would try to replicate it in other institutions. The guests also visited the Balbhawans of Snehalaya being run in different slums.  The vice-chancellors had a cordial dialogue with the slum children and the children entertained the guests by singing patriotic songs.  The visitors were very impressed by the fact that all children attending the Balbhawans were attending school regulalrly and were doing well in their studies. The student volunteers shared their experiences with the visitors.  It was indeed a treat to our student volunteers to be appreciated by such eminent personalities.
18. Satyagriha started in Shrirampur
A Satyagriha has started from 12th January at Shrirampur against the regular atrocities by the local police. It was found that the police had filed false cases of soliciting at public places on sex workers while they were sleep at midnight in their homes. Two of the arrested workers were released on bail by Snehalaya Parivar refuting the false allegation. The police officials were pressurizing the women even in court to accept the crime and pay the fine. But the morale of the women was high.  Unfortunately since we could only provide for two bails, others had to pay the fine for release even though it was a sheer injustice. Adv. Jyotsana Kadam pleaded the case on behalf of the sex workers without taking any remuneration. 

20. Veteran Freedom Fighter M.V. Devchakke passes away
Snehalaya's former trustee, a veteran freedom fighter, dedicated social worker, Dalit Mitra Awardee and recipient of the model teacher award Shri M.V. Devchakke passed away on 23rd, March, 2006 at 7.15am after suffering a short illness. He was 89 and is survived by three sons.

Born on 24th, Sept. 1918, in a middle class family, Shri. Devchakke had strong resentment against any sort of injustice since his childhood and took part in the freedom struggle and in the 'Quit India Movement' during his school days. Post independence, he gave his time for the upliftment of the Dalits and started the Jyotiba Phule Hostel and night classes for them. He was associated with many institutions in the city and fought against odds at every level for any class of society. In his eighteen years of service he also started an organisation for rag pickers in Ahmednagar.

With a real spirit of patriotism and national integration he would always motivate Muslim brothers to join the main stream and that the Muslims should come forward themselves to fight against illiteracy and other social evils in the community.

He was the president of the Freedom Fighters Organisation, Patwardhan Smarak Samiti and remained an active social worker fighting for individual problems and dealing with government officials and political leaders. 

He was a secondary school teacher and the Head Master at A. E. Society's High School and a favourite among all students.

The funeral took place at Amar Dham.  Many notable personalities paid homage to the departed soul.  The Guardian Minister Balasaheb Thorat, minister Jayant patil also expressed condolence over the sad demise of the freedom fighter.

19. The legendary Lata Pawar passes away
Smt. Lata Adhar Pawar, one of the founders and active member of Snehalaya, expired on 25/3/06, at Snehalaya's rehabilitation Centre, at Nimbalak Village.

A legendary figure, Lata Pawar came out of prostitution and became a member of Snehalaya. She has been one of the success stories of Snehalaya. She was proficient in her dialogue with the government officials, ministers and welcomed visitors of Snehalaya with warmth and infinite courtesy. She has also authored her autobiography titled "Me Rand" where she describes the experiences of her life.  Smt. Pawar worked hard with Snehalaya for the community of sex workers and was a role model for women in the Ahmedangar district.  She was also the President of 'Shabdgandh Sahitya Sammelana', in Ahmednagar.  

She spent her last days at Snehalaya's rehabilitation centre because she willed to live with the children of Snehalaya in her last days. Her funeral rites were performed at Amar Dham. Many notable personalities and over 500 sex workers from the district paid homage to the departed soul. 

20. Network of the N.G.Os (Maharashtra Social Forum):

Most Non-Governmental Organizations (N.G.O) face opposition from various anti-social forces, politicians, traffickers, organized criminal gangs etc. Snehalaya has taken the lead in bringing like-minded NGOs in the state together under a common umbrella by forming the Maharasthra Social Forum in 2004. 

The second state-level convention of the forum was organized at Ahmednagar from 16th to 18th March 2007. 15,000 volunteers from more than 500 NGOs from all parts of Maharashtra have participated in the meet. Not only experts but grass root workers have also shared their experiences and observations here. The issues related to farmers' suicides, the land acquisition for Special Economic Zones (SEZ), AIDS and Trafficking, the atrocities on Dalits, child laborers, and women were discussed.

Plans of action on various other important issues like persuasion of the government and media to focus on matters of social importance were discussed and relevant resolutions were unanimously passed in this meeting of the Forum.

21. Volunteers from U.K. visit Snehalaya

A group of 16 staff, students and current graduates from Leeds Metropolitan University visited Ahmednagar to volunteer at Snehalaya’s various projects of Balbhavan (a project for slum development), Snehankur Adoption Centre, Snehalaya’s Rehabilitation Centre for children of victims of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking and HIV/AIDS affected women and children. They were at Snehalaya for two weeks.  Most of the volunteers had travelled from Leeds, North England except for one member of staff who was from their South Asia Office in Delhi.  The volunteers from varied backgrounds and with different interests had one common mission- they wanted to help, teach and inspire children at each of our projects. 

The volunteers used their varied skills in a range of activities, including teaching English and Maths, computer studies, sports and dance, arts and crafts with the children and caring for the babies. The children enjoyed whole heartedly in these activities and programmes.   

Charlotte Porter, team leader, comments “Everyone feels very privileged to be working within these remarkable projects amongst such dedicated and passionate staff. The children are a real joy to be around - they have so much to give.  This has been an enriching, rewarding and for some of us a life changing experience and one which we will not forget.” 

Leeds Metropolitan University has assured their continuous support to Snehalaya’s  projects and hopes to send volunteers over to Ahmednagar each year. 

22.  More than 1000 slum children participate in Annual Gathering

They are working hard to sustain their families at a tender age when they should be actually learning.  Some of them are children from beggar’s families, some are HIV positives and some of them have to visit the Visapur and Yerwada prisons every month where their fathers are detained for crimes. They presented their real life stories through self-written and directed dramas and songs which moved the guests who were present at the Annual Gathering of Balbhawans, the activity committed to changing the destinies of the slum children of Ahmednagar.  

More than 1000 children from various slums were present at the full day event held at Snehalaya.  More than 370 children have presented their talents in the form of mimicry, poems, songs, individual and group dances.  The best students were identified from each slum on the basis of their participation in the Balbhawan, regularity in school, reading habit and participation in all extra curricular activities. Tayyab Vikar Sayyad from Mukundnagar, Sagar Bhosale from Borkarnagar, Ms. Kanchan Nade from Bharskarnagar, Sainath Ambadas Atak from Sanjaynagar were honoured with the ‘Desh ki Aasha’ award. The Mukundnagar Balbhavan, where all inmates are from the Muslim community, has received the ‘Best Balbhavan Award’ for year 2006-2007. 

Industrialist and social worker Shri Sanjay Gugale, Shri Pravin Bora, Shri Pradip Muley, Shri Nilesh Shaha and Shri Rajiv Gujar from Rotary Club, Shri Manohar Gabra from Lions India Club, Shri Hiralal Surana from Mahavirnagar Jain Shravak Sangha and other well wishers were present on the occasion.  Dr. S. K. Halabe, a veteran social worker of 84 yrs who spends minimum 8 hrs a day in the slums for Balbhavan activities voluntarily, addressing the audience, said “India will have the largest slums and will constitute 25% of the urban slum population in the world by the year 2015. Hence Balbhawans will show the way to solve the problems of slum dwellers.” Mr Hanif Shaikh offered a vote of thanks.  

The Share and Care Foundation from U.S.A. and Stiching Geron from the Netherlands have extended their generous support to Snehalaya for various developmental activities in slums through ‘Mission Balbhavan’.  

23. Working for grass roots is a real process of nation building  – Lion Unni

“The booming share market and the increasing number of share investors, urban malls, huge multi-storied buildings, four wheelers, mobile and air travel services, fashion shows, various channels on electronic media and urban economic growth never represent the real picture of India.  The fast growing urban slums and suicidal farmers and landless laborers, untreated HIV positive children, child laborers and children in flesh trade is the real inside story of so-called glazing India.  In these circumstances, working at the grass root level is the real and only process of nation building”, said Lion K.V.R. Unni (the District Governor of Lions India Organization for the state of Karnataka and Maharastra) while laying the foundation stone of the Lions India Auditorium at the Snehalaya Rehabilitation Centre. The function was presided over by Lion Popatlal Bora.
The Ahmednagar chapter of Lions India Organisation has decided to construct and donate the auditorium at a total cost of approx Rs. 11 lakhs.  Lions India has raised Rs. 5 lakhs while Snehalaya is raising the remaining Rs. 6 lakhs. 

Mr. Unni said that Lions India is not an amateur evening club but a network of sensible families who actually want to contribute to the process of development of our society.  The organization has joined hands with Snehalaya as they share a common mission and vision with this institution. Lion Unni also visited some Snehalaya projects in the slums and red light areas.  He declared a donation Rs. 2 lakhs to Snehalaya.  Mr. Milind Kulkarni offered vote of thanks on behalf of Snehalaya. 

24. Safety assured, Peace Restored 

Recently violent clashes between local residents and the employees from other states became the cause of disturbance in MIDC area, and surrounding villages like Nimbalak, Isalak, Wadgaon Gupta in Ahmednagar District.  The migrant factory workers belonging to states other than Maharashtra were threatened, brutally beaten and forced to leave the industrial area of Ahmednagar. 2000 workers out of 11000 left Ahmednagar along with their families to return to their hometowns. This massive migration affected the economy of the city and surrounding areas. Such incidents were widespread in other parts of Maharashtra too.     

Since Snehalaya has its shelter home in the heart of the MIDC and is a prominent NGO in this area, it has initiated peace efforts on this issue. The labourers requested Snehalaya for shelter and protection for their family members. Usually, Snehalaya does not deal with matters other than those related to red light areas and slums. But the violent situation around Snehalaya and the threat to the lives of the families of the migrant workers motivated us to act as the fire brigade in a social conflict. Snehalaya organized ‘Samvad Sabha’ of local citizens in the most violent places.  The volunteers of Snehalaya have propagated the importance of brotherhood and nonviolence as a basis of economic development for every individual and the nation. 

The factory owners also participated in this mission. The first peace meeting was held at Snehalaya’s rehabilitation centre. Over 10000 pamphlets were distributed on the occasion. Snehalaya also organized a joint meeting of violent groups in the presence of Padmbhushan Anna Hazare to settle the differences. 
Now peace has retuned with harmony and the outflow has stopped. Snehalaya has a stronger support in the surrounding areas from all the cross sections of the society.  

Besides, Snehalaya has also organized a ‘Shanti Yatra’, Sarvadharm Prarthana and a huge public meeting expressing commitment to peace and non-violence in the area.
25. Homage to Baba

Snehalaya Parivar paid homage to Pujya Mahamanav Baba Amte on …………………………. in a condolence gathering at Snehalaya’s shelter home. It was on 13th and 14th January 2008, that Snehalaya’s volunteers had the honour of seeing Baba, when Snehalaya was awarded the Mahamanav Baba Amte Manavata Award at Dnyanda Hostel in front of Anandwana at Warora. 

The first batch of Snehalaya’s volunteers attended the ‘Shram Sanskar Chhavani’ at Somnath 19 years ago. Since then Pujya Baba has been a symbol of strength and motivation for the youth group. Pujya Baba had always inspired Snehalaya’s zealous volunteers to accept the challenges in the red light areas and slums.  Baba has been an idol for the Snehalaya Parivar since the last 18 years.  Pujya Baba will be a part of us forever in the form of his incredible creations like Anandwana, Somnath, Ashokwana etc., His inspiring literature and poems will be  legacy we shall always cherish.  We feel fortunate to have received blessings from Pujya Baba.  

Shri Gorkshanath Vetal (who was with Baba in both the Bharat Jodo Movements), Dr. Girish Kulkarni, Anil Kudiya, Suvalalji Shingavi, Milind Kulkarni remembered Baba’s contribution in the condolence meeting.  An exhibition of various news items, editorials, photographs published in various newspapers and a CD on Pujya Baba and Anandwana was created by volunteers, which they plan to take around colleges and schools in the district. Baba Amte Amar Rahe!!

26. Shram Sanskrit Chhavani (Youth Camp):

A Shram Sanskrit Chhavani was held here in Snehalaya between 9th and 11th Feb. 2008. 350 youths from Ahmednagar and neighboring districts have attended the Chhavani.   Dr. S. N. Subbarao, freedom fighter and President of National Youth Project inaugurated the Chhavani by hoisting the flag and by giving a pledge of the Chhavani to youths. At the 2-day camp, the youths interacted with many practicing social workers, have physically dug the foundation of the new proposed auditorium, cleaned Snehalaya’s premises and served the sick inmates. Mr. Shirish Dharmadhikari, Mr. Arun Aher, Mr. Sharad Deshmukh, Mr. Bhushan Deshmukh etc. had a meaningful dialogue with the youths. Each of the volunteers was asked to present his or her plan of practicing their social commitment in their surrounding areas.  Mr. Hanif Shaikh, Co-ordinator of the Balbhawan project, made a presentation on the work of changing destinies of the slum children. Mr Hanif appealed to the youth volunteers to start Balbhawans at locations close to them so that they can devote time to this project easily.    

It was a unique experience for all the youths who attended the Chhavani. The Chhavani ended with a pledge by the youth to spare at least two hours a day and the entire Sunday every week for grass root level work to bring about a positive change in our cause.  

The Stiching Geron, a Netherlands-based trust, has extended financial support for the youth camp.  

Thank you!!!!

Ambadas Chavan

Asst. Director 

Snehalaya 
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